4/30/12 LAUSD adult education teachers, students protest proposed cuts | 89.3 KPCC

Get a sneak peek at the new KPCC.org! Try out our beta site and give us feedback.

as | NEWS
0893KPCC ideology [:E KM | Fo
| LISTEN LIVE | On now: AirTalk 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. | Up next: The World | Program Schedule | Podcasts

NEWS PROGRAMS BLOGS EVENTS ABOUT SUPPORT US

Blogs Home

« Blog: Pass / Fail

LAUSD adult education teachers, students
protest proposed cuts
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Several hundred people protested outside L.A. Unified headquarters earlier this year as the school
board prepared to cut funding to preschool and adult education. The protests continue, made all the
more tense by tens of thousands of pink slips the state has sent to teachers.

Teachers and students in LAUSD’s Adult Education Division rallied in Van Nuys on Friday in an attempt to pressure
the district to not lay off a large portion of its adult education teachers.

To help balance a severe budget deficit, L.A. Unified sent preliminary layoff notices to about two-thirds of adult
education teachers in the district.
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The planned layoffs stand to affect mostly the lower class and immigrants, who learn English using adult education
classes.

"We still don’t see a lot of movement from the school board or superintendent," said teacher Matthew Kogan. "In fact,
we’re getting the feeling they’re digging in their heels and trying to say it's a done deal."

An LAUSD spokesman said the district is in negotiations with the teachers' union to rescind some layoff notices to
adult education teachers. There are a couple more steps in the budget process, but layoff notices should become
final in just over a month.

Friday's rally is just one of several that have been roaring since February in opposition to the possible cuts.

The district has said the cuts to adult education are necessary because of deep cuts to state funding and a $390
million budget shortfall.

L.A. Unified Superintendent John Deasy outlined several budget scenarios in his March presentation one of which
included restoring portions of adult education depending on concessions from United Teachers Los Angeles.

One of those concessions was granted this week. An arbitrator ruled that the district can impose up to five furlough
days on teachers.
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According to the California Dept. of Education (CDE) website the district has about $2.2 billion in
reserves and the income/student in 2010-11 was $11,203. This is about $2,400/student more
than the average Unified School District and more than $280/student more than the average in the
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U.S. according to the federal DOE. In 2010-11 107,700 students did not come to school
everyday. This cost the district over $1 billion in lost income. If you add the previous years it is
over $4 billion in lost income just due to LAUSD not caring if students do not come to school. This
is why there is a recall on Board President Monica Garcia. We are also going to take Roosevelt
High School away from Villaraigosa and PLAS. The dropout has gone from 45-66%. Test scores
have dropped and from my latest analysis of the F grades, | have the data, there are 2 F's for
every student at Roosevelt. | am willing to bet that this is the same across the district and that is
why they want to make an F a D and lowering the credits for graduation from 230-170. Is this
enough about what is really going on there?
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Why doesn't KPPC confront Deasy with the facts? He's still hiring administration , which is never
cut despite being overpaid and nonessential more often than not. How will fewer school days, no
art, no music, no preschool, no academic rigor improve schools? You realize KPCC is complicit

with this man's crimes against the community and largely to blame for the devastating impact this
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